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Some disciplines of learning involve thinking activity only. Some
others are generally acknowledged to contain only a 'doing* component.
In yet some others it is held that the doing component predominates
to such an extent that the discipline is described as a 'practical one'.
Clinical diagnosis and analytical chemistry arergood examples of such
disciplines. The disciplines having very significant practical components
include Zoology,Botany,Geology,Physics etc. In fact in most of the
science subjects, learning through practical instruction and training plays
a crucial role. Knowledge is acquired easily and with deep understanding
and comprehension if the learner carries out suitable hands-on
experiments pertaining to the different areas of the discipline. Even in
the Open University system where self instruction takes predominance
over others, the hands-on practical work in science subjects cannot be
excluded. The necessary equipment has to be provided in the contact
practical sessions. The necessary guidance is extended by the counsellor
and also through the study material.
Before talking about how this practical training should be provided
in contact class programmes one should have precise knowledge of two
things.
What is a practical class ?
What is the teacher's role in practical classes ?
I)     Let us now talk about "What is a practical Class"
A practical class is a self contained capsule' of specialised methods
of learning. It shall emphasise :
judiciously chosen learning material
defined explicitly worded tasks
defined time scheduling
prescribed technology support
105